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On 13 June 2022, the Analytical Service of the Saeima of the Republic of Latvia submitted a request (5142) to the ECPRD 
network, regarding curbing propaganda and disinformation. Specifically, the Latvian Analytical Service is interested in 
how other countries regulate audio-visual media services and the internet in order to limit propaganda and 
disinformation. The request is composed of four questions asking about the laws, regulations and provisions 
concerning the governing and distribution of audio-visual programmes. The request was directed to specific countries 
and received responses from 14 national Parliaments and chambers in 11 countries: Austria, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Hungary, Lithuania, Montenegro, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia.  
 
1. Laws and regulations governing audio-visual media services, audio programmes, and internet services 
 
The laws and regulations governing audio-visual media services, audio programmes and internet services play a crucial role in 
ensuring the legal functioning of these industries and in protecting the rights of consumers, content creators and service providers. 
Some countries have comprehensive regulatory frameworks covering all aspects of these industries, while others have more 
limited rules. 
 
All countries have laws regulating audio-visual media services, audio programmes and internet services, but to varying degrees. 
Legislation also varies in terms of uniformity, with some countries having specific laws regulating the area, such as the Electronic 
Communications Act and the Media Services Act of Estonia, while others have a number of different laws covering different areas, 
such as the Czech Republic and Poland.   
 
Most countries indicate that they have laws on audio-visual media and internet services, but Poland mentions that there is no 
complex regulation on internet-related issues. 
 
2. Does national legislation contain provisions prohibiting the distribution of audio-visual programmes, on-demand 
audio-visual services, and audio programmes of an electronic media outlet from another country?  
 
Some countries have specific legislation containing provisions prohibiting the distribution of audio-visual programmes, on-demand 
audio-visual services, and audio programmes of an electronic media outlet from another country, while others have no specific 
legislation, such as the Czech Republic, Estonia, Romania, and Slovakia.  
 
Among the countries that have legislation, the content and scope of this varies. For example, the Hungarian Media Council has 
the power to apply legal consequences to a media service provider established in another Member State and can act if special 
conditions apply to media services registered abroad. In Lithuania, the Radio and Television Commission of Lithuania may decide 
to prohibit the broadcasting via audio-visual media or the Internet of acts such as war propaganda, incitement to war or hatred. 
In Poland, a telecommunications company is obliged to immediately block transmission at the request of authorised entities if 
such connections may threaten defence, state security or public safety and order. 
 
Some replies also note that they have banned the transmission of certain Russian communications networks in the light of 
restrictions imposed by the Council of the European Union in response to Russia's military aggression against Ukraine. 
 
The table below shows which countries' legislation does (left) and does not (right) contain provisions prohibiting distribution from 
another country. 
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another country 

Does not contain provisions prohibiting distribution from
another country 

Austria, Croatia, Hungary, Lithuania, Montenegro, Poland
Slovenia 

Czech Republic, Estonia, Romania, Slovakia  

 
3. Do countries regulate internet resources and impose restrictions on the dissemination of information?  
 
Not all countries have uniform legislation regulating internet resources and imposing restrictions on the dissemination of 
information. Countries such as the Czech Republic, Poland, and Romania state in their replies that they have no uniform legislation 
on restricting internet resources. Other countries such as Croatia, Estonia and Montenegro have more specific variants of an 
electronic media law that can regulate internet resources. In Estonia, for example, war propaganda and incitement to hatred are 
prohibited by law, which makes it possible to restrict such information on the Internet. Several countries also mention, as an 
example, that they have restricted certain Russian internet domains in light of EU sanctions against Russia. Hungary mentions 
that under its media law it is only allowed to regulate content on the internet, which is considered as "online media products", i.e., 
online newspapers and news portals. 

 
4. Does the country's legal framework contain provisions imposing liability for disseminating information that 
undermines or threatens the national territorial integrity, sovereignty, or independence or promotes propaganda 
(including disinformation)? 
 
Most countries do not have legislation specifically regulating the spread of disinformation in general. However, many countries 
specify that different parts of their legislation may regulate different areas of the dissemination of information considered to be 
false. Poland, for example, mentions that their Criminal Code does not punish the dissemination of false news as a single type of 
crime, but that there are several provisions that make it possible to punish the dissemination of false information, such as 
defamation, false accusations, and false evidence. Slovakia also mentions in its reply that its legislation does not mention 
dissemination of false information in its provisions, but that a crime can be committed in various forms by action or inaction using 
force or "words", overtly or covertly. For instance, it would be a crime to spread a false alarm message. However, the Slovak 
Ministry of Government is working on future amendments to the Criminal Code to make the offence of spreading disinformation 
a new criminal offence. Similarly, in Estonia, there are no provisions imposing liability for propaganda or for dissemination of 
information undermining or threatening national security, but there are provisions in various parts of Estonian law dealing with 
elements of propaganda and dissemination of false information. Situations are similar in Austria, the Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Lithuania, Montenegro, and Poland. 
 
As a slight exception, Romania mentions in its reply that its Criminal Code contains a section on “Offences against national 
security” which includes articles on the dissemination of false information. Article 404 specifically states, “Communicating or 
disseminating, by any means, false news, data or information or forged documents, knowing them to be false, if this endangers 
national security, shall be punishable by imprisonment for a term of one to five years”. In addition, Article 405 of the Criminal Code 
on propaganda “Propaganda for war of aggression, as well as spreading biased or fabricated news with the aim of provoking a 
war of aggression, shall be punishable by imprisonment from 2 to 7 years and prohibition of exercising certain rights”. 
 
The above is a summary of the replies, if you need further elaboration on the specific replies by national Parliaments to this 
request, please feel free to contact Christine Detourbet: christine.detourbet@europarl.europa.eu.   
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